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NELVIN C. CEPEDA U-T 
On the first day of recreational marijuana sales in San Diego, 
Genesiee Cervantes with Urbn Leaf assists Billy Johnson with 
his selections at the shop in Bay Park. 


FIRST-DAY SALES ARE BRISK 
AT SAN DIEGO’S POT SHOPS 


Customers came ‘in 
droves,’ says operator of 
Bay Park marijuana store 
BY GARY ROBBINS 


San Diego’s legal pot shops 
were nearly overrun by customers 
on New Year’s Day as thousands 
turned out for the historic start of 
recreational marijuana sales in 
California. 

Nervous retailers thought that 
consumer demand might be soft 
because medical marijuana has 
long been available, and it’s easy to 
get. 


But before dawn on Monday, 
lines began to form outside stores 
like Urbn Leafin Bay Park and Tor- 
rey Holistics in Sorrento Valley. 
And they only grew longer. 

By sunset, 170 people were still 
lined up at Urbn Leaf, which had al- 
ready served more than 800 cus- 
tomers, roughly triple its normal 
business. 

Everyone from older people in 
leisure suits to a young guy in paja- 
mas showed up, waiting upward of 
an hour to buy such things as slim, 
pre-rolled joints to packaged buds 
to creams, drinks and foods that 
had been infused with marijuana. 

“They’re coming in droves,” 
said Will Senn, co-founder of Urbn 


Leaf, which has a second store in 
Golden Hill. “I really underesti- 
mated what would happen.” 

Senn whipped up some of the 
demand, busing in customers from 
abarin Pacific Beach. He also used 
27 drivers to make deliveries 
throughout San Diego, which is 
currently the only part of the 
county where recreational canna- 
bis can be sold. 

“We can deliver marijuana in 20 
minutes; it’s like pizza,” said Senn, 
who has doubled his workforce in 
Bay Park in recent weeks. 

Torrey Holistics in Sorrento 
Valley also was humming. It served 
more than 500 people 
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A colorful dragon on UPS’ “Books Bring Dreams to Life” float looms over Rose Parade spectators Monday in Pasadena. Tens of 
thousands of people gathered along the route on a mild winter day to view the 129th Rose Parade’s legions of floats, marching 
bands and celebrities. For Rose Parade photos, see A6. For coverage of the Rose Bowl and the day’s other bowl games, see D1. 


PROTESTS 

IN IRAN TURN 
DEADLIER AS 
AUTHORITIES 
CRACK DOWN 


10 killed; demonstrators 
attempt to overrun 
bases, police stations 


BY NASSER KARIMI 
& JON GAMBRELL 


TEHRAN, Iran 

Protests across Iran saw their 
most violent night as “armed pro- 
testers” tried to overrun military 
bases and police stations before se- 
curity forces repelled them, killing 
10 people, Iranian state television 
said Monday. 

The demonstrations, the larg- 
est to strike Iran since its disputed 
2009 presidential election, have 
seen five days of unrest across the 
country and a death toll of at least 
13 with the slaying ofa police officer 
announced late Monday. 

The protests began Thursday 
in Mashhad over Iran’s weak econ- 
omy and ajump in food prices and 
have expanded to several cities, 
with some protesters chanting 
against the government and the 
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Kha- 
menei. Hundreds have been ar- 
rested. 

Iranian state television aired 
footage of a ransacked private bank, 
broken windows, overturned cars 
and a firetruck that appeared to 
have been set ablaze. It said 10 peo- 
ple were killed by security forces 
during clashes Sunday night. 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE 


PROMINENT 
WOMEN SAY 
INITIATIVE 


At age 88, 
WILL COMBAT ie 
veteran Stan 
Levin has 
earned the right 
HARASSMENT 
to spend all his 
BY CARA BUCKLEY evenings in the 
= warm comfort 
Driven by outrage and a re- PAM ofhis Serra 
solve to correct a power imbal- Mesa home. 
ance that seemed intractable ERACEN But several 
just months ago, 300 promi- nights a month 


nent actresses and female 
agents, writers, directors, pro- 
ducers and entertainment exe- 
cutives have formed an ambi- 
tious, sprawling initiative to 
fight systemic sexual harass- 
ment in Hollywood and in blue- 
collar workplaces nationwide. 

The initiative includes: 

eA legal-defense fund, 
backed by $13 million in dona- 
tions, to help less privileged 
women — like janitors, nurses 
and workers at farms, factories, 
restaurants and hotels — pro- 
tect themselves from sexual 
misconduct and the fallout 
from reporting it. 

e Legislation to penalize 
companies that tolerate har- 
assment, and to discourage the 
use of nondisclosure agree- 
ments to silence victims. 

eA drive to reach gender 
parity at studios and talent 
agencies that has already be- 

SEE WOMEN « A5 


for the past six years, Levin has 
patrolled the streets of downtown 
San Diego, handing out free 
sleeping bags, socks and snacks 
to homeless men and women he 
finds sleeping on the sidewalks. 

Levin, who makes all his street 
runs with fellow veteran Gilbert 
Field, is the No. 1 delivery man for 
San Diego Veterans for Peace’s 
Compassion Campaign. The 
program was started seven years 
ago by member Jan Ruhman, 
who was troubled by the large 
number ofunsheltered veterans 
he saw shivering in the cold down- 
town. 

Since 2011, the campaign has 
distributed more than 3,250 
sleeping bags. About 40 percent 
of downtown’s homeless popula- 
tion are veterans, Field said, but 
the bags are distributed to any 
one in clear need. 

“It doesn’t matter to us if 
they’re veterans,” Levin said. 
“They’re all out there in the cold. 


Korean War vet keep 


a 


s homeless warm 


HAYNE PALMOUR IV U-T 


Stan Levin (left) and Gilbert Field, both with Veterans for 
Peace, give Shayne Dunn, who is homeless, a package of food. 


They all need help.” 

Levin said he feels a connec- 
tion with the people he meets on 
the streets. As a boy growing up in 
Philadelphia, he endured ex- 
treme hardship he’d rather for- 
get. And his combat experiences 
in Korea left him with symptoms 
of post-traumatic stress disorder, 
something he sees in many ofthe 
homeless people he meets. 

“Every night I go out, I get the 
same good feeling,” Levin said. 
“It’s extremely rewarding, andI 


feel like a made man afterward.” 

Levin has been an active mem- 
ber of San Diego Veterans for 
Peace for many years. He often 
writes for local news websites and 
newspapers about his anti-war 
beliefs and his work with the 
homeless. 

In one poetic essay he com- 
posed last May, Levin wrote: 
“They are human beings, having 
worth, no less than the rest ofus/ 
In some ways superior in their 

SEE DIFFERENCE e A7 


NEW METRICS 
TO EVALUATE 
IMMIGRATION 
JUDGES’ JOB 
PERFORMANCE 


Sessions says he wants 
cases resolved faster 
BY KATE MORRISSEY 


The U.S. Department of Justice 
is planning to ramp up perform- 
ance evaluations of immigration 
judges, measuring their speed, 
fairness and uniformity in decid- 
ing cases, according to a memo is- 
sued by Attorney General Jeff Ses- 
sions. 

The union for immigration 
judges is still negotiating details re- 
garding the performance metrics 
with the department, according to 
Dana Leigh Marks, spokeswoman 
for the National Association of Im- 
migration Judges. While Sessions 
believes such metrics will help 
eliminate a backlog of cases that 
has grown to nearly 650,000, the 
union of judges is worried that they 
could affect due process. 

“Together, we have made sig- 
nificant progress since the begin- 
ning of the Trump administration, 
but we want to build on this suc- 
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LOOKING BACK OVER 150 YEARS OF NEWS 


I 84 - Each day of 2018, the Union-Tribune will mark its sesquicentennial 
with a story and a page from the archives in the Local section. 
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